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1. Purpose

2. Delegation of
Responsibility

109.1. RECONSIDERATION OF RESOURCE MATERIALS

Whenever a district resident wishes to register a suggestion or criticism concerning
resource material recommended for Board adoption or in current use, s/he shall be

expected to provide the following information, in writing, to the Superintendent in

order that his/her viewpoint may be considered thoroughly and objectively:

1. His/Her name, address, and telephone number.

2. Date of communication.

3. Group or organization, if any, which s/he represents.

4. Author, title, publisher, and copyright date of subject publications.

5. Specific reasons for suggestion or criticism.

6. Page reference for each objection, and specific nature of each objection.
7. Suggested disposition of material being challenged.

8. Suggestions, if any, on other materials s/he considers to be more appropriate and
reasons for his/her opinion.

The Superintendent shall inform the Board regarding the challenge, and s/he shall
present a recommendation for the Board’s consideration as early as feasible. The
Superintendent’s recommendation shall be based on the recommendation of an
advisory committee of appropriate professional staff members appointed to
re-evaluate the materials under consideration, and to evaluate the suitability in
reaction to materials proposed by the staff of materials suggested by the person
registering a challenge. Representative citizens of the community who are
authoritative experts in the subject matter of the publication being challenged may
also be consulted to assist the committee in reaching an objective recommendation.
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3. Guidelines

The review of questioned or challenged materials shall be treated objectively and as
an important matter.

In the case of materials recommended for Board adoption, adoption of the
questioned item shall be tabled pending further review, and a decision by the Board
regarding the validity of the challenge. Materials in current use shall be continued in
use pending the Board’s decision on their retention or withdrawal.

The resident shall be informed in writing of the Board’s decision relative to his/her
suggestion or criticism.

Procedure For Processing Complaints On Printed Materials

When complaints about a book or a request for its withdrawal from use have been
made, the following procedure shall be followed:

1.

If a classroom teacher receives a complaint, s/he shall refer the complaint to the
principal.

If after discussion with the principal the complainant desires further
consideration, s’he will be asked to complete the appropriate form.

The building principal shall acknowledge receipt of the completed form and
immediately forward a copy to the Superintendent.

The Superintendent or designee shall review the complaint with the principal,
department head, and/or teachers.

The Superintendent or designee shall notify the complainant in writing within a
reasonable time of the disposition of the complaint.

If not satisfied with the decision, the complainant may appeal to the Board.

The Board has the final decision.

References:

School Code —24 P.S. Sec. 510
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